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FINAL OFFICE ACTION 

This is a FINAL Office Action in response to AMENDMENT filed December 8, 
2005. Claim 1 is cancelled. Claims 2-25 are pending. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, in the Amendment filed December 8, 2005, with respect 
to Claims 2-25, have been fully considered but are not persuasive. 

Claims 2-25 are still rejected under the same grounds in view of the applied prior 
art, as set forth in the prior Office Action dated 8/8/2005. 

Applicant argues with respect to independent claims 9, 10, 20 and 24 that the 
applied references fail to disclose, teach or suggest "a testing circuit to test the 
combinational logic components, using a test pattern, after the data generator has input 
the selected bit pattern to the memory" and "a control to selectively control the 
memory to behave as a ROM after writing the selected bit pattern to the memory, and 
while testing the integrated circuit using the test pattern." In response to Applicant's 
argument, clearly Komoike discloses testing the CPU or the logic circuit 4, by applying a 
test pattern (from input wiring 7) to the can flip-flops 9 through selectors 8, during the 
test mode from wiring 6 set to the H level. Then the test pattern is transferred to the 
lower three inputs of CPU or the logic circuit 4, as shown in Figure 3. Also, as shown in 
Figure 5F, when the scan mode signal SM is set to the H level, the output data items 
from the target test circuit X are transferred to the flip flops (L, M, and N) 9 in order 
through the pass designated by the solid lines. Thereby, serial scan output (SO) data 
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items as the test result are transferred to an external device (omitted from the drawings) 
through the terminal for the scan output SO. 

Therefore, Komoike performs testing of the CPU or the logic circuit 4 using a test 
pattern and after inputting the selected bit pattern to the semiconductor chip 1 from an 
external device (omitted from the drawings) through the wiring group 7, which is 
selected through (selector group 8), during the test mode (wiring 6), for selectively 
switching the memory DRAM 2 input terminals A to E to receive the test patterns, which 
are transferred from the upper four scan flip flops 9 and then stored in the DRAM 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 

Claims 2-9, 19-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 20 and 23 recite the expression "in a manner that", which renders the 
claims indefinite, because the expression fails to positively identify the relation of the 
"first and second bit pattern" with the status of the memory output. Correction is 
required. 

Claims 7, 9, 19, 20, 24 recite the phrase "as a" associated with the claimed 
limitations "as a simple combinational circuit" , "as a ROM", "as a semiconductor 
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integrated circuit" , and "as a combinational logic circuit, which renders the claims 
indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of 
the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim 7 recites the phrase "is so", which renders the claim indefinite, because it 
is not clear how the pattern arrangement in the memory results in a simple 
combinational circuit. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 2-5, 8-20 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Komoike (U.S. Patent NO. 6,094,736) in view of Kim et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,148,426). 

Regarding independent Claims 9, 10, Komoike substantially discloses a 
(semiconductor chip 1) comprising a plurality of combinational logic components (CPU 
or logic circuit 4), a memory (DRAM 2), and a testing arrangement for configuring the 
memory prior to testing the combinational logic using a plurality of selectors 8 and scan 
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flip flops 9 mounted on the semiconductor chip (see Abstract and Figures 1-5), the 
arrangement, comprising: 

Test patterns provided to the semiconductor chip 1 from an external device 
(omitted from the drawings) through the wiring group 7, which are transferred through 
the input terminals A to E and then stored in the DRAM 2. 

A switching arrangement (selector group 8), which is controlled by a control 
signal through the wiring 6, for selectively switching the memory DRAM 2 input 
terminals A to E to receive data from the combinational logic (terminals A to E) in the 
(CPU or the logic circuit 4) or (test patterns), which are transferred from the upper four 
scan flip flops 9 and then stored in the DRAM 2. 

The switching arrangement (selector group 8) and data generator arc arranged 
for the data generator to input the selected (test patterns) to the memory DRAM 2, 
during the test operation of the DRAM 2, which is executed before the normal mode, 
shown in Figure 1 and 2, (cols. 6 and 7, lines 55-67 and 1-50, respectively), described 
in a timing sequence next, as follows: 

First, when the test operation of the DRAM 2 is performed, the level of a test 
mode signal is set to a high (H) level, which halts the signal transfer/receiving operation 
in a normal process. 

Next, the semiconductor integrated circuit device inputs test to the DRAM 2. 
Following this, test patterns are read from the DRAM 2 as a test results and are 
compared with the original test patterns in order to detect whether or not the DRAM 2 
has any fault. 
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After this, the test mode signal is set to a low (L) level so that the signal 
transfer/receiving operation in the normal process may be performed. 

A testing circuit, in Figure 4, for testing the combinational logic components (CPU 
or a logic circuit 4), after the data generator through the wiring group 7 has input the 
test patterns to the memory, namely after the test operation of the DRAM 2, as follows: 

As shown in Figure 5E, the scan mode signal SM is set to the L level, and 
parallel output data items to be used for the target test circuit X are then transferred 
from the flip flops (L, M, and N) 9 onto the pass designated by the solid line according 
to the clock signal. Next, as shown in FIG. 5F, when the scan mode signal SM is set 
to the H level, the output data items from the target test circuit X are transferred to the 
flip flops (L, M, and N) 9 in order through the pass designated by the solid lines. 
Thereby, serial scan output (SO) data items as the test result are transferred to an 
external device (omitted from the drawings) through the terminal for the scan output 
SO. 

Furthermore, Komoike discloses a wrapper circuit including scan flip flops 9 
formed corresponding to the selectors 8, including a control signal (scan mode signal 
SM, 6A, Figures 3 and 4), which controls the test pattern readout operation, thus 
controlling the memory to behave as a ROM. 

Komoike does not explicitly disclose "a data generator being internal to the 
integrated circuit" . 

However, in an analogous art, Kim discloses a data generator 103, internal to a 
semiconductor device using a SRAM BIST circuit 100 implemented in connection with 
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memory test processes, Figure 1 , which generates data to be written to the memory 
block 200 under test (i.e., the SRAM) and to also generate comparison data. During 
test, the comparison data is compared to data written to an addressed location of the 
memory block 200 to determine whether data can successfully be written to and read 
from the memory 200. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate a BIST circuit having a data generator as taught 
by Kim in the semiconductor chip of Komoike, for the purpose of generating data to 
verify a memory under test, by determining whether data can successfully be written to 
and read from the memory under test using a SRAM BIST implementation in 
connection with the memory test processes. A person skilled in the art would have 
been motivated to incorporate a BIST circuit internal to the semiconductor chip having 
a data generator, since a BIST circuit provides advantages over other devices by 
reducing overall circuit size and complexity, thus resulting in further savings in size, 
complexity and cost (Kim, Col. 2, lines 55-62). 

Regarding Claim 2, Komoike discloses the arrangement further comprising an 
enable input (scan mode signal SM, 6A, Figures 3 and 4), which controls the test 
pattern readout operation, thus preventing writing to the memory DRAM 2 during the 
read out of data pattern. 

Regarding Claim 3, Komoike discloses test patterns provided to the 
semiconductor chip 1 from an external device (omitted from the drawings) through the 
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wiring group 7, wherein the test patterns comprising address and data corresponding to 

address inputs of the memory DRAM 2. 

Regarding Claim 4, Komoike discloses comprising an arrangement of 
multiplexers (selector group 8) for selectively switching the memory DRAM 2 input 
terminals A to E to receive data from the combinational logic (terminals A to E in the 
CPU or the logic circuit 4) or from the data generator (test patterns), which are 
transferred from the upper four scan flip flops 9 to the DRAM 2. Then, the DRAM 2 
stores the parallel test patterns from the upper four scan flip flops 9 according to the 
clock signal. 

Regarding Claim 5, Komoike discloses test patterns provided to the 
semiconductor chip 1 from an external device (omitted from the drawings) through the 
wiring group 7, wherein the test patterns inherently comprising address and data 
corresponding to address inputs of the memory DRAM 2. 

Regarding Claim 8, Komoike discloses a wrapper circuit including scan flip flops 
9 formed corresponding to the selectors 8, for selectively preloading the memory 
DRAM 2 with serial test patterns from the scan flip flops 9. 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Komoike discloses a multiplexer (selector group 8) having 
one input coupled to the logic elements (CPU or the logic circuit 4) and another input 
coupled to the data generator (test patterns) provided from an external device (omitted 
from the drawings) through the wiring group 7, and a control signal coupled to the 
control circuitry through the wiring 6, for selectively connecting the memory DRAM 2 to 
the logic elements or to the data generator, Figure 3. 
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Regarding Claims 12, 14, Komoike discloses loading into the memory array prior 
to testing of the semiconductor circuit, by inputting the selected (test patterns) to the 
memory DRAM 2, during the test operation of the DRAM 2, which is executed before 
the normal mode, shown in Figure 1 and 2, (cols. 6 and 7, lines 55-67 and 1-50, 
respectively), as described by the timing sequence in claim 1 , above. 

Regarding Claim 13, Komoike discloses test patterns provided to the 
semiconductor chip 1 from an external device (omitted from the drawings) through the 
wiring group 7, wherein the test patterns comprising address and data corresponding to 
address inputs of the memory DRAM 2. 

Regarding Claim 15, Komoike discloses test patterns provided to the 
semiconductor chip 1 from an external device (omitted from the drawings) through the 
wiring group 7, wherein the test patterns inherently comprising address and data 
corresponding to address inputs of the memory DRAM 2. 

Regarding Claims 16, 17 and 18, Komoike discloses writing test patterns 
selected based on the memory type such as DRAM2, which is tested the same way as 
a RAM or CAM memory, due to their equivalent functionality. 

Regarding Claim 19, a wrapper circuit including scan flip flops 9 formed 
corresponding to the selectors 8, including a control signal (scan mode signal SM, 6A, 
Figures 3 and 4), which controls the test pattern readout operation, thus controlling the 
memory to behave as a ROM. 
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Regarding independent Claim 20, Komoike substantially discloses a method of 
testing logic (CPU or logic circuit 4) in the same (semiconductor chip 1 ) as a memory 
DRAM 2, (see Abstract and Figures 1-5), comprising: 

Switching a memory (DRAM 2 input terminals A to E) with a multiplexer (selector 
group 8) to receive input data, such as, address, data and control signals, from an 
external device, in a first state, Figure 21 , which shows a semiconductor chip 1 , a 
DRAM 2 mounted on the semiconductor chip and a wiring 3 having a plurality of lines 
through which test patterns are transferred from an external device (omitted from Figure 
21) to the DRAM 2. 

During the second state (internal to the semiconductor chip 1): 
Writing the selected bit pattern into memory DRAM 2, using a switching 
arrangement (selector group 8), which is controlled by a control signal through the 
wiring 6, for selectively switching the memory DRAM 2 input terminals A to E to receive 
data from the combinational logic (terminals A to E in the CPU or the logic circuit 4) or 
from the data generator (test patterns), which are transferred from the upper four scan 
flip flops 9 to the DRAM 2. Then, the DRAM 2 stores the parallel test patterns from the 
upper four scan flip flops 9 according to the clock signal. 

Inputting selected data into the logic (CPU or logic circuit 4) to be tested, using 
testing circuit, in Figure 4, for testing the combinational logic components (CPU or a 
logic circuit 4), after the data generator through the wiring group 7 has input the test 
patterns to the memory, namely after the test operation of the DRAM 2, as follows: 
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As shown in Figure 5E, the scan mode signal SM is set to the L level, and 
parallel output data items to be used for the target test circuit X are then transferred 
from the flip flops (L, M, and N) 9 onto the pass designated by the solid line according to 
the clock signal. Next, as shown in FIG. 5F, when the scan mode signal SM is set to 
the H level, the output data items from the target test circuit X are transferred to the flip 
flops (L, M, and N) 9 in order through the pass designated by the solid lines. Thereby, 
serial scan output (SO) data items as the test result are transferred to an external 
device (omitted from the drawings) through the terminal for the scan output SO. 

Transferring signals from (terminals A to E) of the (CPU or logic circuit 4) to be 
tested to the (input terminals A to E) of the memory DRAM 2 and from the (output 
terminals F to J) of the memory DRAM 2 to the (terminals F to J) of the (CPU or logic 
circuit 4) to be tested. 

Komoike does not explicitly disclose, "generating an address with the internal 
address counter for determining the address at which data will be written, coupling an 
output of the internal address counter with an input of the internal data generator, 
generating a selected bit pattern with the internal data generator based upon the value 
of the internal address counter". 

However, in an analogous art, Kim discloses a data generator 103 and an 
address generator 105 internal to a semiconductor device using a SRAM BIST circuit 
100 implemented in connection with memory test processes, Figure 1. The data 
generator 103 generates data to be written to the memory block 200 under test (i.e., the 
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SRAM) and also generates comparison data. The address generator 105 generates the 

addresses of the locations of the memory block 200 being tested. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate a BIST circuit having a data and an address 
generator as taught by Kim in the semiconductor chip of Komoike, for the purpose of 
generating data and address to verify a memory under test, by determining whether 
data can successfully be written to and read from the memory under test using a 
SRAM BIST implementation in connection with the memory test processes. A person 
skilled in the art would have been motivated to incorporate a BIST circuit internal to the 
semiconductor chip having data and address generator, since a BIST circuit provides 
advantages over other devices by reducing overall circuit size and complexity, thus 
resulting in further savings in size, complexity and cost (Kim, Col. 2, lines 55-62). 

Regarding Claim 23, placing the memory (DRAM 2) in a state that simulates a 
combinatorial logic function, designated as target test circuit Y, as shown in Figure 5. 

Claims 24 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Komoike (U.S. Patent NO. 6,094,736) in view of Beauchesne et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 4,481,627). 

Regarding independent Claim 24, Komoike substantially discloses a method of 
testing logic elements (CPU or logic circuit 4) that are in the same (semiconductor chip 
1) as a memory DRAM 2, (see Abstract and Figures 1-5), comprising: 
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Inputting to the memory array DRAM 2 test patterns provided to the 
semiconductor chip 1 from an external device (omitted from the drawings) through the 
wiring group 7, which are transferred to the DRAM 2 through the input terminals A to E 
and then stored in the DRAM 2. The pattern being selected, using (selector group 8), 
which is controlled by a control signal through the wiring 6, for selectively switching the 
memory DRAM 2 input terminals A to E to receive data from terminals A to E in the 
(CPU or the logic circuit 4) or from the (test patterns), which are transferred from the 
upper four scan flip flops 9 to the DRAM 2. Then, the DRAM 2 stores the parallel test 
patterns from the upper four scan flip flops 9 according to the clock signal. 

Setting the integrated circuit in logic test mode for testing logic (CPU or logic 
circuit 4) that is outside of the memory array DRAM 2, as shown in Figure 5E. The scan 
mode signal SM is set to the L level, and parallel output data items to be used for the 
target test circuit X are then transferred from the flip flops (L, M, and N) 9 onto the pass 
designated by the solid line according to the clock signal. Next, as shown in FIG. 5F, 
when the scan mode signal SM is set to the H level, the output data items from the 
target test circuit X are transferred to the flip flops (L, M, and N) 9 in order through the 
pass designated by the solid lines. Thereby, serial scan output (SO) data items as the 
test result are transferred to an external device (omitted from the drawings) through the 
terminal for the scan output SO. 

Inputting signals from (terminals A to E) of the (CPU or logic circuit 4) to be 
tested to the (input terminals A to E) of the memory DRAM 2 and receiving from the 
(output terminals F to J) of the memory DRAM 2, as part of testing the (CPU or logic 
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circuit 4). The memory acting as a portion of the logic circuit during the testing of the 
logic elements of the integrated circuit. 

Komoike does not explicitly disclose configuring the memory array to operate as 
a combinatorial logic circuit for the input of signals and the output of signal based on the 
input. 

However, in analogous art, Beauchesne discloses an embedded memory 150, 
which can be isolated from the combinatorial logic element 160 and tested by use of a 
memory test subsystem 110 either before or after the combinatorial logic elements are 
tested by a logic test subsystem, see Abstract and Figure 1 . 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to configure the memory array of Komoike by isolating the 
memory array from the combinatorial logic element as taught by Beauchesne, for the 
purpose of testing the combinatorial logic, since the memory can tested by the use of a 
memory test subsystem either before or after the combinatorial logic elements. A 
person skilled in the art would have been motivated to configure the memory by 
isolating the memory from the combinatorial logic element, since memory arrays 
embedded in electronic assemblies with other combinatorial logic can be tested to 
nearly the same precision as separately implemented or non-embedded memory 
arrays. 

Regarding Claim 25, Komoike discloses sending signals serial input data (SI) via 
a scan chain (scan flip flops 9) between respective logic elements (target test circuits X 
and Y) being tested, as shown in Figure 5. 



Application/Control Number 09/954,638 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2138 



Claims 6, 7, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Komoike (U.S. Patent NO. 6,094,736) in view of Kim et al. (U.S. 

Patent No. 6,148,426), and further in view of Rapoport (U.S. Patent No. 5,557,619). 
Regarding Claims 6, 7, 21 and 22, the combined device of Komoike and Kim 

does not disclose a checkerboard pattern and wherein the pattern is so arranged that 

the RAM may be modeled as a simple combinational circuit. 

However, Rapoport discloses a novel processor-based ABIST circuit, which can 
be programmed with a "read complement checkerboard pattern", to verify the 
functionality of memory unit 12. In addition Rapoport discloses conventional state 
machine based ABIST having combinational logic circuits to generate each hard-coded 
test pattern, (column 11, line 30-35). It would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a checkerboard 
pattern and combinational logic citeuits, as taught by Rapoport, for verifying the 
functionality of a RAM memory in the combined device of Komoike and Kim, since the 
test patterns that are generated with the conventional state machine based ABIST 
units are still available, as well as an assortment of new programmable test patterns, 
thus providing design flexibility. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMES C. KERVEROS whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-3824. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert Decady can be reached on (571 ) 272-3819. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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